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Bedding Plants 
For Autumn Color 



Dianthus 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Rounded shape habit
6-18 inches tall
Available in Reds, pinks, white
Blooms Fall through Spring
Grow best in Partial shade
Prefers Well-drained soils
drought tolerant
Cold hearty




Lobelia 
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Free-flowing form
Great for edgings, hanging baskets, potted plants
Blue, white, lavender
Full sun
Tender to freezes




Sweet Alyssum 
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Available in white, purple, pink, or “easter basket”
Sweet scent, especially in masses
Use as edging plant
6-8 inches tall
Tender to freezes



Cleome 
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Can get up to 5 feet tall – good background plant
Flowers come in white, purple, pink
Cleome prefers light, sandy, well-drained soils.�Light: Likes bright sunny situations but will tolerate some shade in hot climates.�Moisture: Doesn't require much moisture. Water during droughts. �Tender annual. �



Gaillardia 
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Florida’s state wildflower, also known as blanket flower
1-2 feet tall
Light: Hardy Gaillardia likes hot, sunny areas.�Moisture: Needs good drainage and is drought tolerant. 
Great for cuttings, cut blooms can last a week in water
Will die back in freeze, but grow back from roots



Pansy 
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Perennial, used as an annual
Available in many colors and mixes
Small plants, 4-10 inches tall
Likes shade to part shade areas
Great for baskets, in flowerbeds



Petunia 
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Also perennials, grown as annuals
Many colors, mixes, forms
Trailing, doubles, fringed edges, miniature, etc.
Plant in a sunny location
Plant in well-drained soils, Do not like to be too wet




Snapdragon 
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6 inches to 3 feet tall
Many colors available
Full sun
Deadhead to encourage new blooms



Verbena 
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Can be treated as a perennial or annual
Many colors available
Attracts butterflies
Great for hanging baskets



Ornamental Cabbage 
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Unique plant
Grown for colorful foliage, not flower
Can also grow kale in fall – fancier leaf
Ornamental varieties are not edible




Cyclamen 
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Annual available in reds, pink, purples, whites
Heart shaped leaves, butterfly-like flowers
Under utilized annual
Keep in well-drained soil, do not over water, will rot



Kalanchoe 
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Available in many colors
Can be used as a bedding plant or potted plant
Waxy, succulent leaves
Leather-like




Chrysanthemum 
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Most popular fall-flowering plant
Many colors and flower shapes, from daisy looking flowers to pompoms
Full sun to part sun
Well-drained soil
Propagate by division



Choosing Plants at the Nursery 
Consider site conditions 

“Right Plant,  
   Right Place” 
 Choose healthy plants 

Look at roots, foliage, 
and color of plants 



Preparing your 
Garden for Winter 



Mulch 
Renew mulch layers around ornamentals 

Conserves moisture to help protect plants   



Pruning 
Complete major pruning before November  



Why do we Prune? 
Maintain, improve vigor of plants 
Control plant size and form 
Train young plants 
Influence flowering and fruit production 
Safety pruning  
Rejuvenate old plants 



Proper Pruning 
To produce denser, fuller 
shrubs and trees 

Cut to bud or node 
Called “heading” 

To make trees or shrubs 
more “open” 

Remove limbs completely 
Called “thinning” 



Proper Pruning 
First remove dead, broken, 
and diseased branches 
Remove limbs that cross or 
touch each other 
Select prune shrubs to 
create natural look 
Leave “collar” when 
pruning trees 



Very Important! 

Do not prune spring 
flowering plants after 

late spring/early 
summer! 



Composting 
Reduces solid waste 
Creates organic material for gardens 
Saves you money 



Cold Protection 
Watch the weather reports 
Cover tender plants 

Use sheets or cardboard 
Do not allow material to touch 
plants 
Remove immediately in morning 

Do not prune injured plants 
until spring 



Other Landscape Notes 
Do not expose 
poinsettias to artificial 
light 
Fertilize annuals 
monthly 
Divide overgrown 
perennials 
Plan for next year’s 
vegetable garden 
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